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series of Special Incustry Analyses 
odity or .ndividual industry viewpoint 
ams entering into the trade of Japan proper 
ith foreign countries. These analyses 
project whick includes compilations 
i exports of Japan proper oy 
of certain cf the colonial 
; f re and foreign trade ond post-;4r 
prove ; an over-all study of the trade of 
Jopun proper; and a survey of Japan's snipbuilcin industry 
nd shipping seryices end requirehents in| the cre-war porijpd. 
In all of the studics Manchuria has been incauded tis an empire 
ure. owing to the solitical, ecunonic, snd military dominance 
of Japnin in thet arva, especially, during the iss® decude, 


Miost of the data in these cnalyse, ware taken from 
official und semiofficis! Japanese sourcegq. Net only hive 
verrois and inconsistencics frequently bewn ietestad witnin 
individurd vosumes, Gut meny date iro aifferan& gources 
Supposualy reporting on tne same subject aco imfeconcilendls. 
it is very ilk ly that large shipments of gooddry,ortedly 
noving to Kwantung from Jnpan h ve beon in lurge part mor ly 
transshipments destined for Manchurin. {n adlition, the dita 
probuoly exclude large shipments of commocitics mde to and \ 
from Smpire creas for military curposes. 


The present report is one of 2 nunber which were preparéd 
during 194. ‘nd 1945 fer thé Foreign Econonic Administration by 
members oF the steal of the United Stetes Tariff Coxmissgion. 
Owiny to th: desire of the Foreign Eeonoric administrution to 
obt:in this miterial us promptly a¢ possible, tne reports were 
not reviowed by the Turiff Conmissicn: All st-tements of fect 
or  spinion in these repurts ar: attributible t. the individual 
stil! members who prepurcd thei. The reports were criginally 
int.nded foc confidentisl use of Gcvernmert ajytencies, but ore now 
hein, made public with th. consent of the Foreign Peonumie Ad- 
‘inistrati n. 
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MENTHOL 


Henerok 
Unvil 1940, Japan was the world's principsl source of natural 
Exports of menthol crystal in 1933-37 average annually sbout 700,000 pounds and 
were valued at 5.3 million yen.=’ By 1940, however, China had increused its 
production to the point where it was a formidable competitor of Jupan.%’ Jince 
the outbreek of the war with Japan in i941, Hravil has becone the world's 
Lurgest producer of natural menthol; the price of menthol froin Brazil ie, 
nowever, many tines higher tian normal ore-war levels for this prouuct. 


nenthol,.' 


In recent pre-wer yeurs the Unitec States produced annually arowid 100,000 
of synthetic menthol. Most of this wee mode from inportei citronella 
A satisfactory process his been. develops recentiy ior production of 

tic menthol usin, domesticelly provueced met. cresol as a raw imterial. 

wy goon be able to supply 


C-menthol production in the Uniced States «+, 
Atic requirements for menthol, and durin, normal times, will undoubtedly 


misses, and is .lso knom 


Mentiiol occurs as colorlegs crystvis or fused 
{ iron 


int camphor, It is @ secondary alcohol tnh.t can oe obtnined 
of Mentha arvensis var. piperiscans, coinonly known us Japunese 
t; Mentha arvensis var. giubratu, comionly knowm as Chinese peppers 
iperita, the common United States pepvermint; end other, 
Most of the natural product. is crdinurily produced from high 
ding Japanese peppermint oils, either by coolin: the oil until the 
tulizes out or by fractional distillation’ Menthol hus a coolin* 
sensition ad o peppermint-like oddr or tuste. There ure several synthetic 
“enthols 4% can be annufacvured @itner oy « pertial or complete synthesis, 
depending upon the raw materials used. the two synthetic menthols now recog- 
nized as official in the "niled States Phurmacopcela are laevorotatory and 
racowic menthol. 


Menthol is used chiefly in pharm-ceuticals and medicines, dental prepurn- 
tions, tobuccos, liqueurs, confectionery und otlor food products. 


Productions iuports, and exports. 
Production of netural mentaol in Japan from 1927 to 1938 is believou to 
averted Slightly less than 670,900 pounis annually ( 

Duriny: this periou production protably increused 

about 30 percent, so tlut it wes somewmnt Livber thon the averaye in recent 

years. No imports of menthol into Japan wee resorted. Exports (see table) 

are believed Lo heve beon only slight?y lese taun production, as probably 

thin J4; In most yeurs, the United States 
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1/ Before the war Japon oiso cxport.d (in addition te menthol crystal) approxi- 
bub OL. DOUS' Li yun per Udace, 


mitcly 200,000 Uos. Nacutiod Conen" otneciz, . 
conus. Sent to Aei.tic wrens, thes: cones, which ore vmsll conc-shi.ped solid, 
woru curricd in the pockets of individu.is fer the munthol .romn ‘ney producud, 
This trade will Likely continu: efter the war, 

2/ lint. coverin, thy production of China are not available, In 1440 the 


fy 4 . 4 4 ” + ‘ éie 
Und vou 48 ittported Crom China 322,989 pounds of niturol monithol, or sli,htly 


tues thin 86 vercent of the tot Unitud stctes imports. 
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4. dyads 
Quantity? Vilus 
(pounds) 3 (21,0008 
yen)I 


Quintity: Vel hue 


(pounds): 1, 0 ) :3 (pounds) 2(1,0¢ 00 
you) 


(pounds) 21,000 : 
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Imports of monttiol crystal, if any, into Kerce and Fornosn are not availabic 
AS Moentool crystal is act separitely reported in their official trade data. 
2/ lot uvailable. 
Sources ‘Annual and menthly returns of we foreim trade of Jupan, Tables of 


the trude and shipping of Chosen (Korea). Annual returns of the Trade of Teiwen 
(Formosa). 
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